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As I bent over the work I could feel something stir in my veins,
20me long-quiescient, nearly-forgotten thing, some substance,
some force unfelt for nearly a decade vegan to insinvate itself
through the edges of consciousness,

I tried to put it out of my mind as I had so many times in the past,
i attempted to suppress the striving as I had so often, as with

deft strokes of the long, sharp incisor I brought nearer completion
the zre=tion which lay, translucently thin, ‘upon the canted operating
platform,

But the thing, the power, the substance in my veins was rising,
poluting my bloodstream, intoxicating my senses, GCould I finish ay
task before I lost control? .Had I strength to perfora the operation
Just this once as I had svorn to myself I would?

ol Too late! THe black, sluggish thing that had lain within
me for eight years was bursting free,  No longer could I hold fettered
the urge.

The sight of a stencil, blue, cooly lighted through a mineoscope, , ,
the Teel once more of a stylus between wy fingers,.,the pungence of
correction fluid in my eager, quivering nostrils,..all this was too
much to resist any longer,

The ink flowed, The black, thick, viscous stuff coursed hot,
fast, through veins and through arteries, ‘into: the heart, the hands,
the BRAIN and I was trapped again, caught, hooked, helplessly ensnared:

After eight years of restraint, T would, I must, I am pubbing.

There is no hope, nor possible salvation, A fan can publish once

and gafiate, and stay, by force of spirit and will, away from the
beckinz, begging, beguiling mimeo. But once he slips, once he

returns toc the fanpubbing he so painfully cuitted, all hope dissolbes.
He will spend the rest of his days either as an abject slave to his
peculiar addiction, or ms a miserable wretch cut off from his sole

irreplaceable need,

/" .

Lick [ u,m)/M
5



f

mr. Wart

BY PAT LUPOFF

You would think.that a book bearing the title"3rood of' The “itch
\ueen" would be a real thriller-diiler.,.the kind of book that is
able to make even the most stout-hearted of you shiver in your
shoes, and that will evoke the most terrifiying of nighimares,

Such a book, you might think, is not to be read when you are all
alone in a big{or little) house at bedtime, This is, of course,
what I thought when I discovered this book by Sax Rohmer, at a

book shop, A quick glance at the at the table of contents assured me
that this vas indeed a spine tingling book, ‘fow! ‘!ith chapter
headings such as: "The Phantom Hands". "The Rustling Shadows",

"The Scorpion 7ind","The "itch ‘ueen". and "lLair of the Spiders®,
just to mention a few, how could it fail? Now I must admit at this
time, about a year ago, my knowledge of Sax. "nhmer was quite slight.
1'd only read one or two of his Dr, Fu iianchu bocks, and vhile I
had found them entertaining, they had not terrified me in the

least. But "3rood of the ‘fitch “ueen" I thought, "Ah, That's another
matter entirely," I bought it, and at home I begged Dick not to
leave me alone even for a minute, 7ith him on one side of ne

and our dog on the other, I commenced to read. After reading the
first few chapters, I began to feel very brave, This story wasn't
scary at all. It was dounright amusing, Of course it was supposed t o
be a terrifying tale, but I hadn't taken into account Rohmer"s
style of writing, He writes with so much naive enthusiasm that any
atuosphere of terror that exists in the book is quickly snuffed out,
The only exception to this so far, that I've been able to find,

is in Luaw buok, by far his best I think, "The Bay The ''orld Inded",
But don't get wme started on that,
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Oh the plot of "Brood of the ‘'itch ‘ueen is frizhtening enough,

The mumny of a child is found in an ancient tomb in Egypt by Dr,

Cairn and the brilliant Lgyptologist, Sir iiichael Ferrara, By

obeying instructions written of a piece of papyrus, vhich had

also been found in the towb, the mumny of the child is orought to

lifet lle is adopted by Sir Hichael and given the name of Antony Ferrara,
Of course Antony becomes the evil villain of the story. He certainly
looks the part, He had:

-..almond shaped eyes, black as night, (vhich) gleamed strangely
beneath the low, swooth brow, The lank black hair appeared
lustreless by comparison, His lips were very red. In his

vhole appearance there was something repellently effeminate.

All women were strangely atiracted to him , Antony can perform
deeds of Egyptian black magic and thus sets out to destroy the

world, 1Ilotr here is the one noint that irks me, 'hen the book opens,
Antony Ferrare has already wrecked a good deal of havoc, He has
killed his adopted father and now seelks to. get his clutches on the
dead %ir iiichael's beautiful ward, "yra Ducuesne., Dr, Oairn kmows



this because he lknows the secret of Antony's origin. Both he,

and his handsome but (es all Rohmer‘s herces seem to be) not too
bright son, Rob, are in grave danger at the hands of Antony,

But Dr, €airn waintains an almost chibalric polietness toward

Antony and he insists that his son do the same. Until the climax of
the book, which by the way is truly exciting, this odd relationship
between hero and villan persists, Of course this presents some
amusing scenes, For example, just after Antony has evoked some

evil spirits and tried to kill Rob, Bob, the next day, makes a social
call on Anteny, and they reminice polietly about life at Oxford! Goed
grief! Can you see behaving that way toward someone who is out to

do you in? I guess I'm just not a truly polite nerson, Yes, I

Imov that the "3rocd of the 'itch 'ueen® is a fantasy buk such
behavior is even too fantastic for the wildest and wooliest fantasy,

Now after saying all sorts of bad things about this book,I must

admit that I thoroughly enjoyed it. Like most Sak Rohmer books

(I've gone on auite a Sex Rohmer binge since then) its & lot of fun,

You learn some interesting things ambout black magic which could be
useful if you are surrounded by bothersome people, And who wants to b e
scared that badly anyway?
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fow, to begin, let's set the ground rules: you're a guy who

makes his living writing, you know all the cliches, all the phony
starts, and you can usually second-guess the movie-scripters every
time out. <4ou are over itwenty-one, find the mockings and mewlings of
Lugosi and Chaney more pitiable than frightenéning, and the last
time you were really scared was when the platoon leader wakened

you for guard at 4 in the morning out on bivouac. Futher, you've
read the book, know the author is a greater wit than veirdie,

and you're all set to be bored. Ground rules set, '™itness in point:
this reviewer. I went to see the Bloch~-Hitchock "Psycho®,

Frankly, I had the shit scared out of me,

No two ways about it, Charlie, this time the've pulled off the

Indian rope trick. It starts out like a below-par chapter of

"Stella Dallas" and pretty chon~chop leaves all reality behind as the
fist of terror wraps around your windpipe, If you've read the

book, be assured the moom pitcher follows pretty faithfully(they've
extended the opening to give you some drool-invoking scenes of

Janet Leigh in her bra and half-slip, and they've taken Iiterary
license with the character of Norman, the son who runs the motel),
(As to the license taken with Norman's character, I feel it is all to
the good as warmed-over by Tony Perlkins: brooding, pensive, darkly
intense, engaging, altogether terrifying in its simplicity and
naturalism. )

If you haven't read the book, the gravest disservice will be done you
by the trap-mouth who spills the plot, Far be it from me to kill the
goose However(he said, remembering how annoyed he used to get in

high school when.oral book reports were concluded,"And if you want
to know vhat happens, you"ll have to read the hool."), the scene is
the Southwest, the opening gun gets fired as liiss Leigh, full in

the midst of an affair with a young divorced cat from a small towm
somevhere, heads out with a bagful of her employer's loot, She stops,

(2




in her mad flight, at a rundown motel operated by likeable but

lopsided Tony Perkins, who has nasty fights with his liother, seen
as a shadow through the window of their brooding, Addams~like
mansion on the hill,..under the scud-filled cadaverous-grey sky,

That's it, That'all you get, From there on out, you had better
bring the Miltown out of your weskit pocket, Because at that

point Hitchcock uncorks some of the most brutally gagging detailwork
ever ta grace the screen, Consider: on TV and suchlike, murder is a
fairly uncomplicated matter, You want someone dead, you stab or
shoot him, ,once...and doun he goes, Life just ain't like that,
Charlie, In the real world (the one where you have to carry out the
garbage or it begins to smell fainly bad) murder can be mucho
difficult. Just consider again: the guy doesn't want to die,

He fights you as you try to stab him, He grabs your arm. You
siruggle, He throws you off balance, You get in slight slashes to
the arms in an attempt &0 land a fatal blow, Blood begins to
spatter. The struggle goes on, Reality,

That's right, Charlie, That's what Hitchcock has given us in
"Psycho." And this, this grotesque pathological attention to the
sensational aspects of reality combined with obscure camera angles and
stream-of-consciousness music leaves the viewer in a state of
debilitation and shakenness,

It was so painful,..the suspense, the horror of it all,..that twice
I felt compelled to get wp and leave the theatre. 1 literally,
could not stand it., And to top it off, the ending is in the finest
iredition of the macabre, If "Diabolique" with its eyeball-thumbing
scene scared you, this picture will stop your pump permamently.

I can say with all sureness that no one will escape terror at this
shov, oo !

£t was filmed. the smartest way possible(for this sort of flick)
in black and white, and the cast is brilliant, They all have
dimension and purpose, and what befalls each of them” (even the
unseen Hother) matters--to you, .

Go then, Charlie, with my best wishes aﬁd my condolences, Because
afier you've seen this film, you!ll be scared to ever take a shower
in a motel again, And that, Charlie baby, is a promise,
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I wvant to register my despair, horror, and anger upon seeing Alfred
Hitchcock's "Psycho! a film which is currently being shown in

New York; despair, because of my own confusion on the problem

of film censorship in this country. In recent times, movies have
been shown which present, with at least some degree of taste and
maturity, problems which in the past would have been censored
prudishly, :

"Psycho" presents an altogether different problem, the problem of
violence, To my horror(intentionally aroused, I :presume, by the
director), I witnessed, for exaimple, the stabbing of a naked voman
in a shower in ugly detail, ‘'hile frank discussion of the mechanics
of reproduction and the somevhat madest display of physical tenderness
in filws have met with opprobrium, both in the press and in the
courts, tasteless violence goes virtually without opposition,

Does the recent-relaXation of film censorship require. the admission
of & deliberately sadistic movie?

Futhermore, I am angry because of the salesmanship associated with
"Psycho!, TIf censorship no longer exists in any area, certainly the
moviegoer is entitled to cemsor for himself, Yet, Mr. Hitchcock's
benign and friendly wvoice exhorts moviegoers in line before the theatre
not to tell of their experiences within, almost exhorts them to
become a wember of & "Psycho" club, initiation to which is the
frightening and ugly film itself,

JAUES H, IZCH'ARTZ, i, D,

Newr Yoric City,

/\/\/\/\/\
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Mervyn Pcake has so far written three books and 2 novelet which deal
with the 1ife of Titus Groan, The books that coriprise the trilogy are:
Titus Groan, Gormenghast, and Titus Alone. The novelet, Boy In Dark-
ness, is a weird and terrifying fantasy which appeared in the collection
Sometime Never,

Leaving out, for the moment, Boy In Darkness, what is the trilogy of
Titus about? On the title page of the English edition of Titus
Groan there appears the title "The Life of Titus Groan", It's

true that the three main novels deal with Titus' life, from infancy
to early manhood, This trilogy, however, is more than just a

story about a boy namned Titus who lives in a gloomy old castle
calied Gormenghast. In depicting the life and adventures of

Titus, Peake gives his pessimistic opinion of all of society,

both the old and the neuw,

Gormenghast, which is the setting for the first two books, represents
the old world with all of its binding traditions and rituals which
start out having a definite meaning but lose all sewmblance of

reality when constantly performed year after year, decade after
decade, In Titus Alone, the last book of the trilogy, Titus

escapes from Gormenghast, the old world, to the modern industrial
world outside, Although the inhabitants of the modern gociety

in which Titus finds himself are not hampered by meaningless

ritual, they are burdened with the necessity to conform, In

Titus Alone, Titus does not wish to conform to the unwritien rules of
society, The trouble that he finds himself in because of his
nonconformity forms the crux of the book,



Although the Titus books together form a complete unit, each

of' them can be dealt with as a separate entity chronologically,

The rour works of Titus' life are arranged as follows: First

Titus Groan, then the fantasy, Boy In Darkness, then Gormenghast,,
and lastly Titus Alone, The events in Boy In Dariness seem 1o
accur either before or aimal taneously with the events in the
beginning of Gormenghast although Boy In Darkness was written

8ix years after Gormenrhast, In case you're interested in such
matters , Titus Groan was published in 1946, Gormenghast in 1950,
Boy In Darlmess in 1956, and Titus Alone in 1959.

The first of this series, Titus Groan, introduces the inhabitants of
Gormenghast and the infant Titus who has just been born at the
opening of the book, Although the book is called Titus Groen,

Titus himself plays a relatively small part in it, since at its
conclusion he is only one year old, Titus Groan sets the stage for
the remaining boolks in the series, Gormenghast is a sort of
never-never land belonging te no narticular space or time, As I
said berore, however, 1life at Gormenghast represents life in

years gone by. .iervyn Peake does not designate Cormenghast +to a
particular geographical region, but he can't help giving us

the feel of an old English castle, The people who live in Gormenghast,
especially the Harl's personal valet, Flay, seem English in their
attitudes,

Briefly the plot of Titus Groan is this (if indeed it can be

said to have™a definite plot, ) —-Titus is born. He is heir to the
title of 77th Earl of Gormenghast, His father, Lorgd Sepulchrave,
is the 76th earl. Things go on from day to day in a wonotonous
tradition at Gormenghast, until a new boy appears in the kitchen,

a dirty urchin named Steerpike, -3teerpike , in spite of his coating
of dirt &nd his humble station in life, has one advantage which

2005 of the inhabitants of the castle lack; he has a shrewd

brain this atiribute, coupled with the fact that he lacks any
conscience whatsoever, mekes Steerpike a completely ruthless

and ambitious youth well on the way to sucess, (Does Steerpike
represent modern material ambition?) Escaping the confines of the
kithhen and the clutches of the master of the kitchen, Swelter(as
nauseating a character as you will ever vant to meet) Steerpike
hides in the upper regions of the castle and begins by trying to
ingrate himself with all of the most importent people that he can,

By the end of the book he is alarmingly successful. Yin has made some
headway with Fuschia, Titus' melancholy and naive sixteen year

old sister, He has flattered the lanky spinster Irma outrageously afd-
thus has brought her completely in his power. .At _first he even
mekes considerable progress with Irma's orother, Dr. Prunescuallor,
Prunesduallor, however, is one of the fevy people at Gormenghast,

vho is possessed of a goodly number of brains, Steerpike realizes
that it would not take long for the doctor to sense his baser notives,
so he takes care not to cross Dr. Prunesruallor's nath, It is,



however, with Titus' two half (if any) witted twin aunts, Cora and Cla-
rice, that Bteerpike mekes the most headway. By telling them that they
are the rightful rulers of Gormenghast, he enlists their aid in setting
fire to Sepulchrave's beloved library, In the fire Steerpike acts the
part of the valorous hero ‘and saves everyone in the room except ancient
Sourdust, the master of ritual, “/ith Sourdust out of the way there is
only his elderly son, the crippled Barguentine, standing between Steer-
pike and the potent post of master of ritual,

The burning of the library also drives the 76th earl to madness and
causes him to commit suicide, The book ends on a note of portending
doon, The year-old Titus becomes the 77th Earl of Gormenghast, ..

but will the evil Steerpike be able to get all of Gormenghast in his
clutches, or will the young Titus be allowed to growv older, and will
he then be able to cutwit Steerpike? In spite of all the odds against
Titus, the book ends optimistically for hiy, as Peake says:

And there shall be a flame-green daybreak soon. And love
itself will cry for insurrection! For tomorrow is also a
day -- and Titus has entered his stronghold,

Tnereas Titus Groan has the feel of a Gothic fantasy, it is a slouw-
moving and episodic book, This is not the case in the second of the
series, Gormenghast, Although Gormenghast contains the same atmos~
phere of the macabre that Titus Groan manifests, it differs from its
predecessor in that it has a definite plot, which is actually the
interweaving of two major themes, The underlying theme of the entire
oook is the rebellion of the boy Titus against the age~o0ld daily rit.
uals and traditions of Gormenghast. To Titus these daily rituals are
nothing more than a bothersowe chore because their original meaning has
long been obscured and forgotten,

The secondary theme is the triumph of good over evil vhich is the c¢li-
max of an exciting and iast-paced story, In Gormenrhast Titus reaches
manhood. He is not satisfied vwith his restricted and seeningly point-
less existence at Gormenghast, and decides, at the end of the book, to
walke his way in the outside world,

It is not an easy decision for Titus to make, He has formed strong
attachments to some of the people in Gormenghast, but with the death
of his beloved sister Fuschia a ma jor band that has held him to his
duties as 77th earl is broken and he finds it easier to reach his.
decision:

He had seen his private world break up, He had seen
characters in action., It was now for him to teke the
limelight. ''as he the Barl of Gormenghast? ‘fas he the
seventh seventh? No, by the lightning thdt killed her!
He was the First -~ a man upon a crag with the torchlight
of' the vorld upon himi

And thus, at the end of Gormengzhast, Titus rides out to meet the world,
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He soon finds, however, that he has not escaped into a free and won-
derful place, He finds himself in the midst of an artificial and un-
stable industrial society, After the cloistered world of Gormenghast
the reader is as surprised as Titus himself to discover a world of
aleek cars, shiny planes, and sooiy factories, In this strange world
nobody is hampered by the old ritual, but there exists nevertheless a
set of complex unwritten rules, The penalty for disobeying these
rules is of'ten death, Ignorance of the rules is no excuse,

IT ritual made prisoners of Titus and the other inhabitants of
Gormenghast, conformity is the bane of this outside world., Titus
is appalled vhen he discovers a factory vhoge windows are filled
with a thousand identical faces:

Every window was filled with a face, and every face was
staring at him, and most dreadful of all else, every face
was the same,

The people in this world are empty shells, They would make perfect
inhabitants of Eliot's ''asteland. They have no destiny., Mo purpose
or goal directs their lives, Titus' experiences with the different
people he meets and the effect that they have on forming his character
is the basis of this book. One of the basic problems in Titus Alone
is Titus' search for him-self, At Cormenghast Titus was the [7th farl,
he was the lord and ruler of his"{idrid, Here he is nobody. “'Then he
speaks of Gormenghast people think he is mad, Eventually Titus begins
to doubt his owm sanity:

He was part of something bigger than himself, He was a
cnip of stone, but where was the tree? ‘there was his home?
"here was his home?

As a result of being catapulted into the midst of this formless society,
Titus is forced to forget his childhood fantasies and to growv up, It is
only by so doing that-Titus is able to emerge at the end of the book as
& wmature person, iHe flees the modern world and eventually arrives once
again at the boundaries of Gormenghast, The sight of these familiar
landmarics restores Titus' belief in his own sanity, and causes hia to
realize that there is no need for him to return and to become enveloped
in ritual, He can carry his memories of Gormenghast with him, and thus
armed he can once more venture forth to explore the outside world;

He had no lenger any need for home, for he carried his
Gormenghast within him, All that he sought was jootling
within himself, He had grown up. "“hat a boy had set out
to seek a man had found, found by the act of living,
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In the Titus series tiervyn Peake presents two societies: the old
feudaliztic and the new industrial, It is for the reader to choose,
Peale's nortrayal of these societies, although sometimes lightened
by a humorous touch {as provided by Irma Prunesqualler's plotting to
snare a husband) is nonetheless pessimistic. He offers no solution
unless it is a dialectical combination of the better aspects of both
old and nor, ‘e would then presunably have the peace and quiet of
tradition and the dymeumic atmosphere of change,

The virtue of a society founded upon age old tradition is that it has
definite roots, The inhabitants of such a society, although they may
at times be bored, are more often content and happy since they are sure
of their roles and of what society expects of them. In a modern or
rootless society people do not knou what is expected of thean. One of
two things is vound to happen to the average rerson. Since there is

no unwritten rule telling him how to act, the individual seeks pro-
eciion by imnitating those around hin, Hence conformity, The tyvical
inhahitant of a society such as Gommenghast is freer than the average
Pergan in a highly industrial and materialistic society, If an individ-
ual chooses not to conform,,,well, the result can be anything from the
wild borderline bohemian to the Juvenile (or adult) dlincuent to the
loony bin,

But to get back to lervyn Peake, His main purpose is to noint out the

existing evils in society; he does not offer reforms, Pealke achieves

Uin poal in unique ang Anterestingl fashion, catehing vou snellbound in

a different world, Time and nlace are meaningless and you are coupletely

absorbed in the hapnenings of tuwo totally different and opnosing worlds
~- ihe isolated worid of Gormenghast and the weird world of industrial.
imo, In Goruerghast, an alresdy mentioned, tiig main evil is the perform-

ance of meaningless ritual, Outside the confines of Gormenghast the main
evils are conformity and materialism,

In Titus Alone the beggar who eats money symbolizes the extreme mterinl-
e e, 222016 - )

1sm of the modern world, ‘*hen Titus sees what the beggar has done he
calle him & travamty, and osyn thot vhen the beggar dies *the earth will
oreathe again,®

Cf tha taue rorlds, Gormenghast is the sore appealing simply because

mers of the inhabitants, although certainly bizarre, basically mean well,
Béosuse of its age and tradition, stability and beace mre the foundations
of Gormenghast,

In ths olutilde world, however, Titus meets only two symmathetic people,
ooth of whom come to unhappy ends, tiuzzlehatch, a gruff, brusaue fel-
Iow, has his zoo destroyed for aiding Titus, Thiz wvanten Sestruation
of innocent animals le afiy of +he st honrifying puoesges in Titus
ﬂlggg. June, luzzlehatch's mistress, also befriends Titus, “he comes
to love him as much as she loves cusilthatel, and whon Hoth of tltaty
leave her she is desolate,




One of the most fascinating and despicable characters in Titus Alone
is the beautiful socialite Cheeta, who also has a go at befriending
Titus, Titus is both fascinated and eppalled by her. He rejects her
overtures and as & result all of Cheeta's evil traits come to the sur-
face, Cheeta and Stesrpike would have made a perfect pair.

Both Cheeta and Steerpike are as appealing as a pair of rattlesnakes.
/hereas Steerpike is physically repulsive and thus looks his part,
Cheeta is outwardly perfect and beautiful, Like liuzzlehatch, Cheeta
has as her aim in life to have fun, and if she can have this fun at
the expense of others, all the merrier, She comes by her apoiled and
aggressive nature naturally, since her father is the owner of the fac-
tory of the thousand identical men,

Cheeta is the epitome of all that is evil in the new society and
iiuzzlehatch is the epitome of all ‘that is good. iluzzlehatch iz a

kind man, He is wild and free, he is not strangled by ritual, and

he does not give two hoots about vhat his contemporaries think of him,

He enjoys life to the fullest and lives from day to day, not caring or
planning for the future, His great love is for the varied collection

of animals vhich comprise his zoo, and it is significant of the society
in vhich he lives that he cares for animals much more than for any human_
'nen his animals are destroyed all the zest and joy of living in ifuzzle~
hatch'!s life is destroyed too, His goal in life turns from one of enjoy-
ing every moment to one of revenge,

As with the first two books of the trilogy, the exact time of Titus

Alone is irrelevant, It is sufficient to realize that Gormenghast
represents the past; and the outside world, the future.. Peake emphasizes
the past by constant reference to titles of nobility and the part they
play in the social hierarchy of Gormenghast, The past is also emphasized
by the physical appearance of Gormenghast itself, 01ld, decaying, and
crumbling, it still endures as a monument to a past civilization. -

There is a sharp contrast betuveen the crumbling roofs of Gormenghast

and the new, perfectly kept roofs of the city Titus sees outside Gormen-
gnast, 1In fact such a sharp difference exists between Gormenghast and
the outside world that Gormenghast way be not a vart of the same universe
as is the modern world but another universe -~ at least another universe
of the nind -- altogether:

‘ere they co-eval; were they simultaneous? These worlds:

these realms -~ could they both be true? ’ere there no
bridges? "'as there no common land? Did the same sun shine
upon them? lad they the constellations of the night in common?
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Thus we have Peske's two sharply defined worlds, One, the old, rooted
society, bad only because it bans new ideas and customs; the other, a
formless society with no goal or purpose to give it meaning, ‘hich of
these is the better?

I would choose Gormenghast..,but neither really anneals to me, A come
bination of old and new would, if attainable, be jideal. B3But hovy is -
such a combination to be attained? Unfortunately, since our civiliz-
ation seems to be clearly the one depicted in Titus Alone, we have no
choice but to wake the best of it. 'ill our world become the formless
entity depicted in Titus Alone? I hope not and I believe thiat so long
as a winority -~ howvever small -- exists, vho are intelligent, thinking
Irec agents, there remains hope, At least I retain hope,

TITUS GROAN, GORMEIIGHAST,

and TITUS ALONE, Published,
respectively, 1946, 1950,
1959, by LDyre & Spottiswoode,
London,

Availeble in the United “tates
through the British Book Centre,
122 Bast 55 Street, New York.

Prices are 4,00, .4,00, and
450 for the three volumes,
and the British Boolk Centre
shins, .

Dust jacket, incidentally,

by the author, who also writes
and illustrates books for child-
ren,
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ACROSS
2. [Heasures of poison
6. T lettercol i E
10. Deag (Fr)
12, Shaver sometimes
13, Sheckley agency
14, Yiddish lament
15, Like IFA's
17. Tombs
20. Chemical ending form
21, rorster's Machine
does this
22, T7S's twin
23, Final (abbr)
25, Vow
27. He paralleled Rabbi Loew
32, Laurel
34, “lalking dead
37. Bushy tail
39. Our last pulp
40, Clubhouser
43, File
45, Tale
48, Famous old 27 down {abbr)
L9, Naval assent
50, Vol —-=  --
52, __ liostro
53. Pertaining to HPL creature
DO'/N
1, Baze and smolke
2. Dried up old bat {2 wds)
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Gentleman, in short
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Tease
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fxclamation
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One balmy winter's day in the village of Venice, Florida, two small boys
wearing tee-shirts, sneakers, and shorts wandered into the only drugstore
in tovn, It was, in addition %o being Venice's sole pharmacy, the toun's
main source of beach goods, the local ice ciream parlor, and the only
newsstand short of Sarasota,

The taller of the two children looked to be seven or eight years old,
chubby, jolly, and extroverted., The other child was his orother, younger
by three years, 1In general he resembled the older boy, but a more intro-
spective and contemplative nature was his, Despite being a younger child,
he would be more likely to remember such a day,

The treasury of the two consisted of twenty cents, entrusted to the more
experienced judgement of the older boy. It was entrusted to him wisely,
He used it to purchase a chocolate ice cream cone for himself, a straw-
berry ice cream cone for his brother, and, to be shared by the two child-
ren, a copy of the fat first issue of “HIZ CGIICS.

I nuickly and sloppily dispatched my stirawberry ice cream and turned ay
attention to the colorful world of “WHIZ COMIC3, where that day I made the
acauaintance: of a friend and adventuring companion for years to come
vhose eventual disappearance was a real loss to many beside nmyself.

I refer, of course, to the greatest of all comic-book heroes, Captain
liarvel,

It all started with Billy Batson, a poveriy-stricken orphan newsbhoy,
hawking his papers one night outside a subway entrance. Billy sav a
dark figure bedon mysteriously to him, then enter the subwvay., Follow-
ing the figure, Billy soon found hiwmself ominously alone in an abandoned
subway tunnel,

The tunnel opened eventually into a large vault, and lining the wall
Billy saw seven great evil-looking statues, representing the seven
deadly sins, After this he came to a chamber in which stood a great
marble throne, Above it, suspended by the merest thread, hung a huge
square-cut block of stone. Seated beneath this murderous weight was o
tall, mcetic~seeming man in a long, simple robe. His hair and his long
beard wvere nure white, i

Billy paused in ave before the ancimnt one. The seated figure spoke:
" Billy Batson{ I am Shazam, the ancient Zgyntiesn wizard! I have
fought evil, but my time is up, You shall succeed meil

"H-me, sir?" was all that Billy could stammer,

“Yes, you are pure of heart, You have been chosen, 5peak ny name:"
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"Shazam!" shouted the boy, and a mighty bolt of lightning, accompanied

by a deafening peal of bass thunder, filled the chamber! The frightened
boy was gone, and in his place stood a veritable giant of a man, Clad in
a tight-fitting red costume and vhite cape, with the symbol of lightning
blazoned in gold upon his chest, Captain ifarvel, the "orld's .iightiest
vortal, had been born,

He was a huge, massively built figure, covered with bulging muscles. He
had thick black hair, heavy eyebrows, a powerful above a broad, cleft
chin. A golden sash encircled his waste, and he vore gloveless gauntlets
and boots of the same hue,

No saoner had the heroic figure appeared than the final strand supporting
the stone gave way. Tt crashed to the throne, fitting precisely between
the graven arms, Of Shazanm nothing was left, After a mouent a cloud rose,
assuming the shape of the dead ancient,

"Shazam!" shouted Captain Marvel,

Instead of a boyish falsetto, it was an heroic voice that spoke the
wizard's name. Again the thunder and lightning, and in an instant
Laptain iiarvel was gone, replaced once more by Billy Batson,

‘Go now,” intoned the shade, "and fight the forces of evil. ‘“Then you
have need of the povers at my command, you need only speak uy name, and
you shall be transformed into Captain liarvel, possessor of all the poyrers
% the six gods whose names spell my pame: Soloinon, Hercules, Atlas, Zeus,
Achilles, liercury," "ith this speech, even the shade of the wizard faded
from view, Billy slouly retraced his path to the street.

Once in the street again, Billy thought that he might have had a dreamn,
so strange and thrilling had been his experiences of the night. The
stranger, the hall of the seven statues, the wizard and his words of
power.,, But the first time he was faced with the need of Captain larvel,
Billy tested thazam's promise and found it true,

Shortly Billy won a job as boy newscaster of radio station SHIZ His
association there with Sterling liorris continued as long as Cantain
tarvel was nublished, And of course for that entire time Billy twore
those excruciating red tee-shirts and blue slacks,

..... T e | e “erene-soled boots?
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That first Captain Marvel story in 'THIZ COMICS started a series of hundreds
to appear in 'HIZ, AMERICA'S GREATEST, CAPTAIN MARVEL ADVENTURES, and MAR-
VEL FAMILY COMICS, Subsidiary characters, designed to exnloit some of the
popularity of Captain Marvel, popped up throughout the Fawcett line, Capw
tein HMarvel Jr starred in MASTER COMICS and in a separate series of his own,
Mary Marvel was featured in 0% COMICS, and of course all three members of
the Marvel Family appeared in a periodical of that name, There was also a
15¢ CAPTAIN MARVEL STORY BOOK, half text and half full-page illustrations,

A geries of Captain Marvel Bunny stories even appeared in FAWCETT'S FUNNY
ANIMALS and HOPPY THE MARVEL BUNNY,

The immense popularity of Captain Marvel brought sales so high that for a
chort time just afier the second world war the comic book hecame a semi-
monthly. WHIZ COMICS, CAPTAIN MARVEL ADVENTURES, and the various subsid-
iary comics continued in publication until the 1950's, when Fawcett quit
the comics publishing business, Most of the Fawcett titles were sold to
Charlton Publications, At least one, HOPALONG CASSIDY, went to National
Comics, Title to the larvel series was retained by Fawcett, perhaps be-
cause an adequate price could not be obtained, perhaps because Fawcett
contemplated re-entering the comics competition and wanted to start with
an established favorite "if and when," perhaps for a combination of these
reasons or for others,

The hundreds of Marvel stories published

in the years those comics existed showed

a rare amount of imagination and contin-
uing interest, Captain Marvel was start-
ed as a direct imitation of the older
Superman strip, and the similarities in
basic organization are remarkeble., In
both cases there is a super-herc., In

both cases he wears a distinctive costume
consisting of skin-tight suit, colorful
insigne on the chest, a eape, and boots,

In both cases the hero can fly, has immense
strength and speed, and is generally invul-
nerable to harm,

In both cases the hero has an alter ego

who dresses in mufti, In both cases the
alter ego works in a news medium, disguises
his dual identity, and has trouble periodic-
ally in maintaining the secret of his double
life, The bossges of the tyo."plain”" egos
are all but interchangeable: ClarkKent's bosg
at the Daily Planet and Billy Batson's boss
at "HIZ -- Perry "hite and Sterling Morris,

respectively -~ could pass for brothers,
Even the arch-villains of the two strips were , ¢
very much alike: Ultro of the early Superman Tae

stories being a striking prediction of Dr,
Sivana yet to come,
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Both strips dropped subsidiaries along the way, Those of Captain Marvel
have.already been mentioned; those of Superman, still going strong, in-
clude Superboy, Supergirld, Superbaby, and even a super dog named Krypto,

Both principle characters appeared first in "variety" type comic books,
Superman started in ACTION COMICS, along with assorted detectives, cob-
boys, magicians, and such, Captain Harvel started in VHICH COMICS, along
with Lance O'Casey, Golden Arrow, Dr, Voodoo, Spy Smasher, and Ibis the
Invincible, Despite turnover in the "other" strips, the two chief char-
acters stayed on in all issues,

Both Superman and Captain Marvel were originated by people with & back-
ground in science fiction, Siegel and Shuster, creators of Superman, were
fans back in the 30's, The brain behind Captain Marvel was Eando Binder.

But Superman, after it got going and became a popular strip, became a
mechanical product, turned out by Jayne Boring or by some anonymous hack,

Everything was deus ex machine, There was no real creative touch in the
strip once the first, great days were over, until the current and highly
promising regime of Mort 'leisinger,

Captain Marvel, by contrast, never ceased to be interesting and imagin-
ative, with real suspense, clever gimmicks, and legitimate plots, Per-

haps the reason for this is that Binder realized something about supermen
that the writers of Supermen never realized, It is a principle stated

some years ago in a stf book review; I think, by damon knight writin g

of the Lensman series; and the principle is this: there is no real interest
or suspense in the usual superman story because there is no real challenge

to the super-hero from an ordinary villain, The only way a super-hero

can be chalienged is by a super-villain, and then the tempation is to

make the hero transsuper,

A few attempis have been made to give Superman & real challenge--mainly
by un-supering him with kryptonite--but it has never quite come off right,

Of course Binder did not write all the Captain lMarvel stories, Many out-
side scripts were bought, at least according to Larry Ivey, the leading
comic-book authority of my acquaintance, But 'Jill Lieberson, PFawcett's
editor for Captain Harvel, generally maintained a auality near to Binder!'s,
The chief artist was (C.Beck, and although the quality of the drawing
fluctuated widely, and although even at its best it never approached the
best Prince Valiant of Flash Gordon strips, still the better Captain ifarvel
stories wece drawn with great vigor and with sufficient skill to make them
quite admirable. Some Captain Marvel covers can stand up to any competion
ever seen on a comice~book cover,
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But Binder started Captain Marvel off
with a worthy adversary in the evil
Thaddeus Bodog Sivana, "world's maddest
scientist” and self-styled Rightful
Ruler of the Universe, Dr, Sivena was
clearly breinier than Captain Marvel,
who had available the wisdom of Solomon
but did not always use it, Host of Dr,
Sivana's schemes were thwarted, but Si-
vana himself was never decisively de-
feated, 1 sometimes wonder if there is
not more than a coincidental resemblance
to the insidiocus Dr, Fu Manchu in Dr,
Sivana,

Sivana had two daughters, 1In the very
early Captain Marvel stories we met the
beautious Beautia Sivana, a gorgeous
blonde who towered over her father and
was almost as big as Captain ifarvel,

She was torn between daughterly loyalty
and her attraction to Captain larvel, In

one ear}y story Dr, Siv?na succeeded in ' 4&“ﬁ =N ;%C\\
developing a gas gun which knocked Captain N é? \\%
M. o

Marvel unconscious, Beautia cared for him
until he was fully recovered.

Beautia disappeared, alck, and was eventually replaced by Georgia Sivana,
a girl with a rewarkable similarity to her fathers short, scrawny, angulaer,
bespectacled, brilliant, and evil,

Other continuing characters were in the strip besides Billy Batson/Captain
Marvel, Shazam, Mr, Morris, and the Sivanas, In the early 1940's there was
8 comicenegro named Steamboat Willie whe ran a lunch counter near station
YHIZ. ‘hether for racial reasons or others, 'lillie was soon dropped.

There were several other Billy Batsons, and they all had the power to be-
come Captain Marvel, after a fashion. There was Tall Billy, Fat Billy,

and Hill Billy, and on several occasions they were assembled on the reduest
of the "original" Billy Batson to speak the name of Shazam simultaneowsly
and become multiple Captains Marvel, each retaining the distinctive char-
acteristics of "his" Billy Batson,

As the years passed other Marvels anpeared, The first was Captain Harvel
Junior., He was Freddy Freeman, like Billy a poor newsboy when his great
adventure began, Battered in an encounter with evii, apparenily dying,
Freddy was found by Captain ilarvel but appeared too near death for even
his notent assistance, The iforld's Mightiest lHortal carried the boy's
broken form into the unused subwvay tunnel, and summoned the spirit of
Shazem with a lighted brazier,
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Captain Marvel asked Shazam to grant to Freddy the same strength he had
given to Billy Batson, '"No" said the shade, "but you may share with him
your oun powers," Then, to Freddy, he continued: "Speak the name of your
hero, !

"Captain Marvel,” the broken youth whispered in a barely audible tone, and
when the thunder and lightening appeared this time, they brought in place
of the newsboy Freddy Freewan, Captain Marvel Junior,

Freddy recovered from his injuries but thereafter always walked with a
crutch, He fought crime and oppression as did his hero,

ilary Batson prowved to be a long~lost sister of Billy, and when she ias
found snd induced to speak the name of Shazam it becanme apparent that she
too could be transformed in thunder and lightening. For Mary Harvel

the letters of Shazam's name referred to goddesses; 3Selena, Hera, Artemis,
Zenobiae, Aphrodite, i{inerva,

Although both Captain Marvel Junior .and tiary ltiarvel had considerzble success
they never matched the original Captain llarvel in interest of popularity. The
siyle of drawing was not the same--especially in Captain lMarvel Junior--

and I do not believe that either was written by Binder, excepit possibly

their respective "origin" stories,

Uncle Marvelw~in mufti Uncle Dudley Batsonw-was a fat old fraud who wanted
to be a wmember of the Marvel Family and set out to become one, Dudley
appeared in the several Harvel Family adventures. He was a good-hearted
bumbler whose fakery was prowptly seen through by Billy, Mary, and Freddy,
but they tolerated him and pretended to be fooled,

His technique was to shout "Shazam" slmultancously with the others, end
(wvhile they were transformed by thunder and lightning) to slip quickly

out of his clothes and appear in a Captain Marvel-type uniform, He of
course could not fly or perform other marvelous acts, but was always taken
along by the other Marvels, who pretended to carry him "accidentally” as
they flew, protected him from bullets by "coincidentally" flying in front
of him, ete,

One time, however, Uncle Dudley truly saved the dey. The world was being
ravaged by a terrible and mysterious being who looked like a member of

the Harvel Family, who exhibited all of their marvelous powers, but whose
mission was universal destrction, Summoning Shazam, the Marvels were told
the story; that once in ancient Egypt, the wizard had sought to create

& hero for the good of mankind. He had sought a pure-hearted man,had
granted him the power to be transformed by saying "Shazam," and had given
him sn identy with full powers, costumed in black and gold as were the
later Marvels in red(or in the case of Junior, blue)and gold.



The Bieck Marvel had betrayed Shazam's trust.
him, but the Black Marvel,
speak Shazam's name and return te his weaker

Shazam had sought to destroy

invulnerable in his altered form, refused to

form, Unable to destroy Black

Marvel, Shazam had banished him to the farthest star, and the Black Marvel
had spent the centuries returning to earth, Now that he was back, the
Black Marvel had resumed his ev- il ways and would, of course, continue

to refuse to say "Shazam" under
and the shade of Shazganm were

LA
Not Uncle Dudley, UYaddling /'

tempted a rapproachment, A é? ’L//i
gether," he wheedled, “Af- ‘k”‘ﬁv fod

powers, granted us all by
I wmean Hazman, or Hashma--"

"You doddering fool," Black
SHAZAM!" Lightning! Thunder!
there stood, for the merest
shrivelled Egyptian, and then/
word of power once more, the [y
a pile of dust,

The only other Marvel was

and for once Captain Harvel
this case, a reversing-dup-
invented, Turned on Captain
being called Levram {read it
read virtually the same story
give or take a couple, just
of SUPERMAT and read the

|

/‘*’

There were three Captain

WE

The first appeared during the
installments in WHIZ COMICS for

any circumstances,
completely stymied,

/
kQB war,

The three Marvels

\ up to the Black Marvel he at-

"Surely we can get along to-
ter all, we share the same
old Hamshaz,,.er, Shazman

Marvel broke in, "the word is
In place of the Black Marvel
mement, an incredibally

before he could repeat his
Black iarvel was nasght but

created by a wicked scientist,
vas ahead of Superman, In
licating machine had been
Marvel it created an evil super
like Seruten), If you want to
today -~ fifteen years later,
pick up the October, 1960, issue
"Bizarro" sequence,

Marvel serials,

and involved double-length

the story involved the combining
Smasher strips. Spy Smasher was
not quite a superman. He was to Captain l{arvel approximately what
Batmen is to Superman, Spy Smasher wore a modified aviator's uniform,
had a special airplane and laboratory, and was mainly engaged in flghtlng
the axls, However, Greman agents had captured him and used a sort of
brain-warping dev1ce to subject him to the will of the Nazi movement,

of the Captain Marvel and Spy

For months he fought Captain Marvel to a standstill, nearly killing him
on occasion when he caught him as 3illy, TPFinally, honever, Captain Harvel
capiured Spy Smasher and the warping machine, reversed its cffects, and
sent the former victim back to his own comic strip to smash more spies,

‘hen the war ended Spy Smasher donned civies and tried his hand at being
Crime Bwasher, a sort of roving man against crime., He didn't last.
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The second Captain Marvel serial was one of the greatest comic-book stories
ever writien, and featured Captain Marvel versus the lionster Society of Evil,

The Monster Society was a sort of reverse-english Justic Society of America,
composed of an alliance of villains. Among its uwembers were Captain Nazi, a
blond, crew--cut, green-suited sort of pseudo~Marvel; Ibac, another evil
super-type; Nippo, the Japanese agent; and assorted other operative and
flunkies, The head of the Society was the enigmwatic lMr, Mind, vhose very
nature and identity were unknown,

4 .
lMonth after month Captain Marvel.'/‘\\ jﬁ?uttlcd the Monster Society, with
installments ending and beginning '~ “in true cliff-hanger fashion,
Once Captain Marvel confronted | i«% :@ni defeated a giant, intelligent
orangz octopus; surely this was \ “Mr, Hind, But it wasn’t, Next

&oo d .
a powerful and nearly invulner- —/able man, Yot Mr. lMind,

Time after time Captain Marvel thought he had located his adversary, only

to be mocked in his apparent triumph by new felcnies, Finally, as Billy
Batson went about his mundane business one day, he casually brushed a little
green worm off his shoulder, Hold it! ‘Jasn't there something odd about the
insignificant creature? Something hanging from its neck? Yes, it was a
tiny loudspeaker, through which kr, Mind communicated, Mr, Mind was a worm!

The irony, the imagination of it! After tuo dozen false leads, all large
and powerful creatures, iir, Mind is a worm! You never saw it in Superman.

After more chases and confrontations, on earth, in space, in Mr, Hind's
headquarters on the Planetoid Punkus,,,the villein was finally captured

in the "HIZ building, In chapter 26 he was brought defiantly to %rial,
Under Captain Marvel's forceful FAf# prosecution, Mr. Mind turns craven

and begs the jury for mercy, It is no use; found guilty of 186,744 murders
clectrocuted, stuffed, and exhibited in a museum, As a matter of public inte
erest, the authentic remains of ir, Mind are in my possession, A bogus

#r. Mind is also exhibited falsely by L. Ivey.

Strange that in that day of multi-million murders, r, Hind killed fewer
than 200,000 persons, The imagination fails,

The Monster Society serial ran for over *wo years -- tweniy-six monthly
installments -~ yet it never slacked, seldom repeated, and is, to this
day, a joy and an inspiration te remember or to reread,
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The final serial involved Captain kiarvel, the 'orld's Mightiest Mortal,
versus Ogar, the World's Mightiest Immortal, It was revealed in this

story that at one time Shazam had been Shazamo, the O standing for Ogar,

a god whose powers approximate the psi functions. Ogar had turned and

been banished from Olympus, Shazamo had changed his name to Shazam in rage.

This kind of going back to the era of the comic strip's "origin" story

-- or before -~ is something which acts as a severe blow to the consist-
ency and continued interest vital to a long-rumning comic series, Unfore
tunately, both the Captain Marvel and the Superman scripters vere allowed
to get away with it repeatedly, A comparison of the re-presented Superman
"origin" story in the recent GIANT SUPERMAN ANNUAL is only barely recoge
nizeble as the same story that appeared twenty-plus years ago.

But to get back to Ogar, he went around malzing sane people who refused
him allegiance mad; his downfall was in striking a wadman, who became sane,
gave up the trick to Captain larvel, etc, ete, It was a pretty lousy story.

the only worse Captain larvel sequence was a series involving one Tauwky
Tavmy the Talking Tiger., Ecchhh,

But these were occasional lapses, not basic weaknesses in the continuity,
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A ma jor element in the superiority of Captain Marvel to Supermen lies in

the discipline vwhich Lieberson/Binder applied to the stories, Captain
Harvel's powers did not resolve the basic problem of each story, as did

(and do) those of superwan, Rather, Captain Marvel's powers were considered
and taken into account in the construction of problem situations, so that
there was a reasonably balance contest, sans tricks, between the challenge
and the response.

Superman, on the other hand, is forever fogging the fatal photographic film
with his x-ray eyes, or saving the world by sheer strength or speed, He al-
ways has some super power up his sleeve, ready to spring when there is no
other way out oI’ a box., Captain Harvel's powers were set out early in the
series and were well known to the villains, especially Dr Sivana, so there
was no having the hero save everything at the last minute by bringing forth
some miraculous ability previously hidden from the villain -- and the reader,

Cne of the few Superman stories I ever really enjoyed was one in which he

was faced with a requirement to stop two speeding bullets at once. And they
were going in opposite directions. But when super powers fail, trans-super
ones prevail, All he did was catch one in his hand and blow the other avay
From its target! Other better-than-usual Superman stories are those in which
he is un-supered by Kryptonite, Still another good radic sequence had Supie
catch amnesiat



In each case, you will notice, Superman became of interest only when he was
brought to terms., Native Dancer versus some dray horse is no .race and no
interest. Only vhen there is a meaningful contest is there a point in
watching, Or in reading.

Captain Marvel had great -- but limited ~- powers. Ile could fly, He was
impervious, .3y exceeding the speed of light he reached the Rock of Eternity
and could thus travel in time, but this device was used very svaringly, prob-
ably because Liberson/Binder realized that it gave the hero too great an ad-
vantage, Captain Marvel could not read minds or see through objects, He
had no psi powers,

‘‘hen he was Billy Batson he was, unlike Clark Kent, quite vulnerable, and
this gave Dr., Sivana and other villains a fair chance. Liberson/Binder
kept their hero in the form of Billy most of the time, thus adding wmore of
an equal coniest to the stories,

One accomodation was made, in order to sustain suspense, and this was the
same accomodation made in every cliff-hanger since the Perils of Pauline,
Namely, when the villain gets the hero at his mercy, instead of killing him
outright and at once, he uses some vile device vhich will make the hero's
death slow, painful -- and avoidable, Thus when Billy Batson is thrown,
bound and gagged as the expression has it, to a giant carniverous plant,

he has time to work loose his gag and say his word before it is too late,
Admittedly, this is an idiot device, but its use was mitigated first by its
universality and second by the fact that it was not overworked,

Of course Billy always escaped, If he hadn't there would have been no
more stories, ELven defeated menaces were seldom completely destroyed,

and the triumph of good over evil was sufficiently equivocal that a rea-
sonable balance of opponents was maintained, interest was sustained, and
sequels were possible without excessive stretching of the reader's abllltj
to suspend disbelief,

Captein Harvel was a superman, but Lleberson never let him get so super
that the reader lost 1nterest
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Speaking of the Perils of Pauline, Captain
Marvel was featured in a movie serial and
in a full-length picture, To get the lat-
ter out of the way quickly, it was "The
Good Humore Man" with Jack Carson in the
title role, Captain Marvel being rung in
NV purelysss a mutual exploitation gimmick,
q)/f/f::fi:::::::::::Eﬁ@ygicture is said to have been one of
&/l;;;;TK?\\\~\v__,—f~tﬁ§/worst ever made,

e -

The serial, however, is another thing,

I have never seen it, but there are sup-
posedly a number of prints still floating
around, and if the opportunity arises,
you can guess who will be seen sitiing
in the front row, pop~corn, pop-eyes and
all, Because this is supposedly the
greatest movie serial ever to be made;
surely the best in the rash that were
produced in the 40's, Cripes, I remember
one with Batman and Robin, and J, Carrol
Naiske playing the Japanese spy-master,
and zombie wachines, and men in animated
suspension, and,,..

There were other Captain Marvel exploitation devices, Comix Cards started
on the back covers of the Fawceit comics but were dropped after only two
had been printed -- Captain Marvel and Spy Smasher, They werc resumed
after the war printed inside the comics, but they now involved cutting
and pasting, were no longer on slick stock, and in general weren't up to
the originals,

There was a Captain Marvel Club -- I was a member, "“ere you? Hell, I
used to join everything and send for every premium I could wheedle out
of my parents, Remember Captain Midnight decoders? And the Shadou's
luminous rings?

There was Captein Marvel stationary and statuary, comics heroes buttons,
you could send for a Mary Marvel pin (if you vere a girl), pictures
suitable for framing that glowed in the dark -~ I had one of those,

There were Captain Marvel tee-shirts and Captain Marvel beanies,...

I wish I had a Captain liarvel beanie,
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The appearance of a letter column in a first issue C)(7r
is aluvays a little bit odd, ‘here, you find yourself
wondering, do the letters come from? In this case 7r #/té?

Dick) co-published a one~shot with 'alter 3Breen.
iiost of the people who are receiving AERO 1 also got
that one-shot, The RUHBLE, but not cuite all,

For the benefit of those few, The RUIZLE briefly de-
scribed the exnerience of the iler York Futurians one

there is no particular mystery, A fev weeks ago -- :\\
well, maybe a couple of months, at that, wve (Pat & { 1} )

Junday last imy vhen we tried to have a nicnic in a >
Ney York City nark, To put three pages of happenings

into a single denendent clause, we (five nmen, four

vouen, and one small child) were driven off by a feu ~fx/
hoodlums with the explnation that their gang had a

rumble scheduled with a rival gang, and that we "in-

nocent bystanders" might be the victimz of an mccident

if we didn't clear out before the rumble started.

Correapondence reproduced below is gleaned from three
sources:
Replies received by the Lupoff's, ;
Replies received by ''alter Breen, |
Comments printed by Ted Pauls in l

the notes and quotes column of / /

his fmz, KIPPLE 3, L.
Future letter columns in .[ERO will be of the usual D
type -- comments on the zine or on any other subject

of interest. Additional comments on The RUIBLE or
on the comments printed here are wvelcome, and may be
included in the {EZRO lettercol, but for ghussake, ‘e
want to emphasize that this will not be a one-tonic
letter column, == 5

Farrumphi That's a vhole page of the letter section used up and we
haven't even gotten to the first letter yet, And it's obviously no
use starting it this low on the stencil., 7Jo,..this is as good a place
as any to bring up one final (and irrelevant) point. Namely, if the
occasional use of "we" around here gripes you, please note that it is
not an editorial affectation, but that the editors of LERO actually
end lierally are a “we," Use of "I' renresents one of us speaking

for him (or her) self,
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HAL SHAPIRC
2689 Clements Ave
Detroit 58, 1:ich

I suppose I should mention the reaction of severaj Misfits to the
one shot (Rumble) which was forwarded to me from my Cincinnati
address, I showed it to a number of people and we agreed that it
was a mish-mash of platitudes and a wepk attempt at pontification
by the esoteric group of Newr Yorkers krnown as Futurians, for whom
wany fans seem to have very iittle use,

You detail a "factual" account of an encounter between several
Futurians and a counle of punks and describe how you slunk homewvar
tails between legs,

You tell of two punks to whom you attempted to "explain" fandom
and the inevitable results and mention a "shadowy figure abou
fifty yards off, and who knows how many others hidden among thge
trees?" You ask if you, as a grouwp inchjding'five men,
four women, and cne small child,"” had the right to "risk the liyes
and safety of the women.,.and further, had the adults any right{ to
risk the life and safety of the child?" {
|
The discussion of that flyer between several Misfits(includinéii
George and Mary Young who have three and one-half children at the
present time) concluded that there were no adults among the Futurians
that day, Provided that this isn't just a lot of bullshit, At
least, no one adult enough to take on any responsibilities,

Hells bells, had the Misfits on & picnic been appreached by punks
like that, and had all attempts at talk failed this is problably
vhat would take place, Big Hearted Howard would unsheath his switch
blade and proceed to carve, Fred Prophet would 8it on & couple of
them, Mary and Ceorge Young and children would wade in, fists flying.
Mable Sims would hit them with Roger. (Lven Teddy Bears get bicious
at times,) I'd hold someone's coat, And if it happened to be one

of the week ends that Harlan Ellison was in town, he could write it

up for one of the men's confession magazines far better than you [ !
people have done. ( |

That's all I have to say.
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HARRY "ARWER, JR,
423 Summit Ave,
Hagerstown, Maryland

I enjoyed tremendously this account of the latest Exclusion Act
involving Futurians, Are you sure that Sykora didn't send the hoods?

\u
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i 8 i hich I was .
Jestalast:night a1 oteargrarialat Eate-HiRe ¥RE b 1hcE 1R b ET8ngea
to me, so when the meek get their promised inheritance, you Futurians
will be forced to divvy up the loot with me,
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PAT & DICK -ELLINGTON- ..
P,0,30{310
fanyon, Contra Costa €o,
Califlornia

Always interested to hear what the East Coast branch is up to and
found your report most enlightening, though sad to hear the militants
are getting to be pacifists, Then again you don't have Donaho

around either any more,..
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- EARL KEXP
o 2019 N, “hipple
g ! Chicago 47, Illinois

Acknowledging receipt of Rumble, liuch enjoyed, thanks, No time to
comment cause am packing to leave this Friday for the annual 2
weeks plus deal, 1111 say only that i1 think you were right
in the retreat, After all, cliche, is not discretion the better
part of valor and all that crap,
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DON FORD -
Box 19-T, RR*2
Lovelandy Chio

Received the one shot, RUMBLE, Liked the expression on the dog's
face, Don't sell the dog,..bring it along to conventions, Next
picnic take along some weapons, TRUE mag claime a billy club is
one of the more effective weapons of all time,,,I don't know,
that far away lack in the dog's eyes, bugs me!
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JOE SANDERS
Roachdale, Ind,
RiR, /1

THE RUMBLE was enjoyed here, Having'been scuffed and knocked
abaut (in & half-friendly fashion) and soaked to the skin(in .a more-
than half unfriendly.fashion), I tend to avoid trouble as best I can.

3/
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I still stubbornly stick up for my rights, but.,.

At the last Midwestcon, Bob Madle was insisting that '/alter Breen
was & hoax. I assume, from your letter, that he does exist, ‘but
he does somehow appear more than lifesize,
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RORY FAULKNER
7241 Rast 20th 5t,
"estminster, Calif,

Tour RUMBLE was quite a fetching little zine- wmany thanks for the
privilege of seeing how the other half 1lives,

I was only in N.Y, twice~ once overnight, on my way to England,
when I spent the time at the home of Leon Pearson vwhich is in the
wooded area “hite Plains, so I saw little of the ci4y and the other
time, on the way back, when I was laid up with the Asian flu (caught
on the “ueen hary) at the apartment of a nephew for nearly a week
until able to resume the trip to my little grey pad in the “Test,
much to the disgust of uy nephew's wife, vho had the job of caring
for an aged and hitherto unkmown relative, so I missed all the
"swank and glamor" that time too, !y impressions of N.Y. are there-
fore mingled with fever dreams I was having, so California looked
damn good to me when I got back,

e have our gangs here, too, but not so bad out here .in the boondocks
where I vegetate] The -latest is a gang of weird witches who have
been dragging lone women out of their cars-at-night and beating and
robbing them- probably addicts, from their wild antics.

It is hard to say whether you should have stuck up . for your
inalj gnable right to eat franks under the G,, Bridge or not,
Seems to me I would have just been fool enough to send the gals

on to call out the fuzz, then engaged the punks with ray guns and
other fannish weapons, Since I am & female of 71, with few years
left, I have a sort of false belligerence because I really don't
care what happens to me now!
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LE" FORBES'
2140 N, Kitley Ave,
Indienapolis 18, Indiana

On the Futurian-Cavalier rumble, Habe you forgotten your wilitary
training? You should have sought a strategic position~-say behind a
sawed-off shotgun. 1lhis failing, a withdrawal is indicated,

The quicker the better, Principles are fine, but they're no substitute
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for support in an uneven battle, If there had been but three of
your hoodlums, which is likely, and had there been no women or
children involved, I would say stand and fight. But as it is likely
equally) that the woods were full of Cavaliers, and as there vere
vomen and children present, I feel you did right, None the less,
I think 1I'd bave been tempted to load my “arlin and go back,
This is an advantaged of living in a city were no jackass has
passed a law disarming the citizens, (The Sullivan, or Open-Season-
On-People,. Act, would keep me from carrying my fifle, but would it
keep some teen-age terrorist from carrying a zip-gun, two switch
blades, a blackjack, a lenghth of bicycle chain, a set of brass
knuckles, and some capped dynamite? Answer me that,..) (4nd while
our knuckle-rapping doesn't seem to be much of a deterant to
delinquentism, I feel a shotgun would be, HNot just for teen agers.
Adults, too.)

But you didn't have either a shotgun, a rifle, or any of the
police who are so obviously present when you overpark, So you did
the right thing.

That's another thing, Indianapolis is crawling with unsolved
muggings, murders, and mischief, but the Board of "Public Safety"

has a solution for this, Fifteen more cops this year! On the trafic
division,..

Just in case you haven't guessed, I'm wad, again. Leaving your
little experience, along with the half-spic-half-Irish-beatnik-
hating-missing-link, we enjoyed your one-shot, I would like to
know who did the artwork,

///1'a the guilty one--RAL.
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TED PAULS
1448 Meridien Dr,
Baltimore 12, Md.

(Reprinted from I®PLE 3)

By the time this print, the news that a (i,Y,) Puturisn Socicty
picnic was disrupted by several juvenile delinauents looking for

8 fight will hardly be news any longer, In THE RULIBLE, & oneshot
published by Diclk & Pat Lupoff-aund. ’alter Breen, the matter is first
discussed in an amusing tone, then, on the back page, a more serious
note is added., I shan't cuote the whole pege, but in essence the
uriter is trying to convince himself that the fans did the right thing
by leaving' the area, I don't Xnow who wrote this -- it sounds lile
Tea 'hite but he is given no credit in the colophon, but the way he
presents the pro and con it seems a pretiy one-sided question, It is
alumost as if he wvere trying to alleviate his owmn conscience, by hav..
ing everyone who received the magazine wunite and say confidentially,
"You did the proper thing, friend,” According to the uriter (and I
do wish peonle writing in one-shots would identify themselves in some

')
A



way', by leaving they (1) wronged themselves morally by giving into
the hoods, and (2) actually encouraged hoodlumism by giving in.

On the other hand, fighting would have{l’/ been bloody, even if

they had won, (2) probably gotien several fans killed, and(3) endangered
the lives of several women and one small child., Obvio&ly, this far
outwveighs the.puny points in favor of fighting; howr much better

to back doun to a couple illiterate clods than lose your life,

It's es simple as that..

Moreover, there are not likely to be cnly three hoodlums if they

were really looking for a rumble. The study of juvenile delinquency,
its effects, its causes; and its adherenis happens to be a hobby with
me, If the “"iiissing Link" was really the leader of a gang (as
opposed to the leader of an advance party), and if they vere really out
after a rumble, you can teke my wond for it that there were many

more of the gang within easy shouting distance. Since the leader of
a gang is a valuable "catch", he will never lead only one or two

of the gang into an area mapped out for a fight, unless several
dozen wmore are close behind, It's only common sense (which you

must at least give sowe teenage hoods credit for) not to place

your leader in an overly vulnerable position, The United States
Army follows the same tactics with its important generals,
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F. il. BUSBY '
2352 14th, “est
Seattle 99, -fashington

Rec'd THE RUMBLE teoday, lian, I'w glad I don't live in New York...

The business of the "faction" that got all brave in the safety of
the Atkins nad is a normal sort of thing--they were mixed scared
and angry under the gun, and resented lile all hell being pushed
around by oafs, so it came out rationalized, later. 1I've done the
seme thing nowr and then. Hmm, I was trying to figure itho came up
rith delayed belligerence-~1've never met Lupoff, Condi%?hho,

they tell me, is a ''ild lian anyhov), or Carter, so can't zuess
their reactions very well.

The auestion of wvhether or not you should have Fought For Your
Rights, and thue helped nake America a better nlace and all that,

In ay opinion you did the right thing by getting out of there,

It is OX to stand un for your rights and ideals, but in my book
there's no noint in it unless you can make it stiek., As you say,
you didn't know horr many of these kooks you'd have to contend with, |
and you were in no wise premared to handle vhet they might have

been prepared to throtv, “ure, they were likely bluffing, but

hov could you tell? Since the benign laus of .the sovereign state of
Few York male it practically inpossible for anyone to carry guns,
except, of course, for ctiminals,.,the Cavaliers knevw for sure whether
or not they had the bulge on you, you sure as hell didn't have it on
then,
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'ell, I have cut out of situations under a lot less pressure than you
report; it bugs me to give under hood-~type pressure, but I figure I
have my cheice: I can get out, or get tromped, or go armed and likely
end up in court for it, if I were to improve the environment by blowre
ing a good-sized window into such as your Missing Link, I privately
suspect that your ML was bluffing, because otherwise he seems like the
type to slash or smash first, rather than walcing with all that yappity.
But that's a lot easier to deduce at a distance than under pressure of
contact,

w0, I'd say that if you'd been a bunch of armed judo-experts or such,
it would have indeed been your bounden duty ‘o strike a blow for law
and order and the rights of the peaceful citizinry, But since you
were an unprepared group encumbered by women and a child, you'd have
had rocks in your heads to do more than try to explain and then pos-
sibly test the bluff lightly and cautiously. Uhat you needed was =
riot gun,

I dunno =~ that crap riles me too, and I don't have any better answer
for it than anyone else has, The bastards always catch you unprepared,
because who goes around carrying The Difference all the time? A.couple
of times I've had good luck by being at the utterly self-confident "can
do no wrong" stage of a binge and have successfully outbluffed such
types by sheer absolute faith, And once a guy junped on my running
board (back when you could still find a few old cars around with run-
ning boards) and threatened me with weapons and all, He scared me
spitless and T told him to drop off or I'd wine him off -~ and I did,
on a convenient truck parked at the corner, Did not ge back to see how
he cawe out, either, But I assume he survived, since it didn't make the
papers, 4nd once I got rid of a tough and overly threatening hitch~
hiker by first speeding up so that he couldn't male a move vithout get.
ting himself killed too, and then (after I located the tire iron under
the seat) throwing him into the windshield with a fast stop and putting
him out of the car with the tire iron polsed for maximum dawapge, Didn't
bother to close the door, even, until after putting e rubber-burning 100
yards between us,

But in both of these cases I had some leverage, and only had to think
how to use it, 1In the usual case, the ordinary guy has no leverage at
all, and is lucky +to make an escape, let alone salvage any self-respect
out of it. As I said, I don't have any ansvers for this problem, It's
all very well +to say that (state laws permitting) all citizens should go
armed -- but I vouldn't really trust wyself {to carry a gun at all times
-~ 1t would be too damned easy to cut loose and shoot the wrong koolk,
and end up in the bucket, Tentatively I would suggest that a 38 or 45
loaded with tear gas shells would be a good compromise for anyone who has
to hit areas infested with such as your lissing Link very often. After
that, I suppose it's a tossup between a good hunk of loaded pipe and &
large~capacity squirtgun full of ammonia water or turpentine or. something
else in the way of outrages to human vision or respiration, 4&nd who the
hell can be bothered to carry that sort of thing eround all the time?

///Bus! letter was addressed to Yalter, who asked us to add the following
comment: "It's harder to get a New York City gun permit than to get a top
secret ALC clearance, I have this from people who have had both.m
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This being the first issue of XERO, you may be slightly
bemildered as to such matters as how you get a copy,
how you get a subscription, etec, Well, as for how you
got this copy, the reason may be that you contributed
materinl or art, that you're the subject of plaudits or
plaints which we figure you're entitled to sece, thal we
trade, or that you're an old fannish friend, If none
of those categories takes you in, just chalk it up to
editorial whiumsy,

As for how te get future issues, just ask for them, the
price being a letter of comment, contribution of art or
uritten matter, or a trade,

No one has & subscription as such, nor is there any way
of getting one, XERQO is published for fun; &s a hobby
we sxpect it to cost money, and the experience of pute
ting out this first issue has been more fun and no more
expense than a couple of evenings at the theatre and/or
some of New York's fancier boozery-eateris, Not that
wve're giving up our other interests in order to adont
Fandom as a "lay of Life,,, Rather, by cutting back a
little, by staying at home a couple of times a month
that we would ctherwise be out on the town, we can save
enough time and money to do ZXERO,

/
y /
As for the next issue {and succeeding ones) we are, like / / o/
most new fmz, short on material. Specifically, we'd 125y £
like someone to sit down and write the following: A /
{1
1

1, AND ALL IN COLOR FOR A DIME can use as
many more seguents as people care to contribute. The
first installment, back on page 17, was to have had an-
other section on the symbolism present in Ceptain darvel,
All right, stop sneering and go on to the next item if
that's how you feel, Seriously, sitop and think a minute: ! | A
the innocent boy following that dark figure into an aban~/ 7 \
doned subway,..the ceremony changing the frightened but
virtuous boy into & strong and courageous man by super-
natural means.,,the brilliant white-coated scientist
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scheming to become ruler of the universe, blocked but \
never destroyed by the mighty figure..., ho was the o x/f
real hero, who the real villain of the Captain larvel o
stories? -
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This and other matters will be discussed in an article in the AICFAD
series, dealing with comic book villains, Walter Breen has announced
his intention to write it, and it should be ready one of these months.

Lee Ann Tremper has agreed to try her hand at an installment about her
girlhood heroine, onder 'oman, And a little thought about that series
reveals more than a simple adventure story, too.

ho else wants to try his hand? Feel like rushing to the defense of
Superman, anyone? How about the old aviation strips: Captain Midnight,
Barney Baxter, oh hell, there must have been at least a dozen--if not a
hundred, And super characters and semi-super characters by the carload,
Anybody want to do an article on the coumon characteristics of supermen?

2, XERO could use a good column or two, Preferably something
faanish in nature, but we!ll look at anything we get,

3. Articles and reviews, again preferably feanish, mainly
because we ourselves tend to write in a sercon fashion, and in order to
give XERO a reasonable balance, we're more inclined to look for less
serious contributions from others, A short piece by Les Sample is al=-
ready on hand, titled "Is Ted Pauls a Poltergeist}" to which one might
reply by asking "Is Les Sample a Hoax?" especially in view of (1) our
never having heard of Les Sample before and (2) the fact that this art-
icle arrived written on lined paper in purple ink, But we're taking
Sample at face value, and "Is Ted Pauls etc" will be in XERO 2,

One warning about reviews though -~ XERO has a distinctly irregular sched-
ule, meaning thet X2 way plop in your mailbox before you've finished read-
ing X1, or else it may not arrive until some time in 1961, Caveat scriptor.

4, Poetry and fiction,
These will not meet quite the eager
reception accorded the other itenms,
and the reasons are like so: First,
most fan poetry is atrociously bad,
and the encouragement of fan poets by
editors seeking meterial usually elic-
its nothing but more -- and worse --
poetry. If you have produced some
verse vhich you think is really good,
however, and will not rest unless you
see it in ZERO, we will look at it.
That sounds snotty as hell, we know,
but the intent is simply to emphasize
that we have no desire to publish lousy
poetry.




As for fiction, the simple fact is that most pood fiction can be sold,
meaning that wost fanzine fiction, which is given away, is bad. Again,
we 8imply don't want to publish bad fiction -~ we'd rather publish no
fiction than publish bad fiction. There is an occasional bit of fan
fiction (which is not the same thing as fanzine fiction} that is B?FEigh
quality but that cannot be sold because it is non-commereial in one way
or another, Such fiction is welcome here,

5. Art, Covers, headings, spots, anything you feel like,
1f you're smbitious, and want to put your own art on stencil, so much
the better, partly because we're a couple of lazy people and you'll be
saving us the work of stencilling; wmainly, because an artist generally
does a better job of stencilling his own work than does some heavy-handed
gslob doing it for him,

FINALLY, we want to teke this opportunity to thank in public all those
fans who made the annual Iupoff pilgrimage to Indiena pleasant this year.
For the uninitiated, we're talking about Dick's two weeks of army reserve
training in Indianapolis, and this year the off-duty hours of those two
weeks were made a real ball by Judy and Lew Forbes, Buck and Juanita
Coulson, Joe Sanders & Family, and Lee Ann Tremper. Regrets to Ray and
Suzy Beam, whom we missed; next suwmmer for sure, Beams,
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